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New Social Sciences Building 51 

  
 

Fall 2007 Pre-Law Day 
A Great Chance to Speak with Law Schools 

 

It is once again time for the Annual Pre-Law Day. Each year, 
law schools from across the country converge on Building 14 to 
meet with and answer questions from UNF students. This year, Pre-
Law Day will be held Monday, October 8, 2007 in the first floor of 
Building 14 and will include admission representatives from across 
Florida including UF Levin College of Law, FSU School of Law, 
Stetson Law School and Florida Coastal School of Law, among 
many others. 

As always, Pre-Law Day also incorporates guest speakers. 
Last year, noted trial attorney Roger Dodd came and spoke on his 
undergraduate experience, going to law school and eventually 
becoming a successful and nationally known attorney. This year, 
State Attorney, Harry Shorstein will be speaking.  

 
 

 
New Offices! New Building! 

UNF Expands & Pre-Law Benefits 
 

As the University of North Florida expands and 
improves, the Pre-Law Program is excited to be a part of its 
growth. One of the newer on-campus improvements, 
Building 51 is celebrating its first year. Throughout the past 
year, this building has become a central location for much of 
the Pre-Law Program’s activities.  

Not only are our new offices located on the second 
floor, but also the floor’s Student Alcove was recently named 
the Terry Bowen Student Alcove in honor of former 
Professor Dr. Bowen. The Pre-Law Program was pleased to 
be able to raise the funds in conjunction with the Department 
of Political Science & Public Administration to name this 
alcove after such an honorable member of the UNF 
community. 

Also benefiting from the new building, the Mock Trial course held its classes and its final trial in the 
first floor classrooms of Building 51. The final trial saw Batman charged with DUI and resisting arrest. A 
story on the course and trial are included in this edition of the newsletter.  

UNF Pre-Law Program Newsletter 
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State Attorney Harry 
Shorstein 

Harry Shorstein to Speak  
During Upcoming Pre-Law Day  

 

The guest speaker for the upcoming Pre-Law Day 
on Monday, October 8, 2007 will be State Attorney 
Harry Shorstein. Mr. Shorstein received his bachelor's 
and law degrees from the University of Florida. After 
graduating from law school, he served as a Captain in the 
3rd Marine Division in Vietnam.  

Mr. Shorstein has experience in both the defense 
and prosecution of criminal cases.  He has served as State 
Attorney since 1991. Since becoming State Attorney, Mr. 
Shorstein has personally tried numerous complex 
criminal cases, several of which were murder cases, 
without a loss. 

As State Attorney in Jacksonville, Florida, Mr. 
Shorstein has instituted an inventive, highly-acclaimed 

juvenile justice program that combines prevention with punishment and 
rehabilitation. The Jacksonville approach is based on early intervention for at-
risk youth, incarceration for violent and repeat offenders, and extensive 
education and rehabilitation programs. 

Since Mr. Shorstein's strategy was implemented, juvenile crime in 
Jacksonville has fallen faster and further than nearly anywhere in the country.  
From 1993 to 2005, murders committed by juveniles dropped 56 percent, 
juvenile arrests for other violent crimes were cut by 58 percent, and the number 
of vehicle thefts by juveniles decreased by nearly 72 percent.  According to a 
Florida State University study, the plan averted more than 8,700 crimes between 
1992 and 1995, and saved potential victims $18 million in damages. 

The recipient of numerous awards and honors for prosecutorial 
excellence and community service, Mr. Shorstein's juvenile justice program has 
been profiled by CBS's 60 Minutes, The Newshour with Jim Lehrer, NBC 
Nightly News with Tom Brokaw, U. S. News and World Report, The New York 
Times, USA Today, and Parade Magazine.  Mr. Shorstein has been invited to 
testify before the Youth Violence Subcommittee of the Senate Judiciary 
Committee and the House Government Reform Committee concerning 
Jacksonville's Juvenile Justice Initiatives. 

He is also a member of various organizations and is a Fellow of the 
American College of Trial Lawyers. 

Letter from the Director:  
Dear Students, 

We are delighted with the fall newsletter and all of the former and 
current students who wrote articles contained in it. A special thanks should 
go to Catherine Moore for her outstanding efforts again in designing, editing 
and laying-out this informative and interesting publication. We look forward 
to seeing everyone at Pre-Law Day. 

Mr. E 
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Jeff Keener 

Students listen as representatives from FSU School of Law answer questions 
about the law school application process. 

Important Upcoming Dates

Pre‐Law Day   October 8, 2007 

 

LSAT Test Dates  September 29, 2007 

December 1, 2007 

February 2, 2008

Students Megan Uncel, Wesley Page and Chelsea 
Schuster catch up before the Forum began. 

First Annual Law Forum 
Students Came to Hear Advice on Applying to Law School 

By Jeff Keener 

 

This past spring the Pre-Law Program held once again, another very successful 
event. On Friday, February 23rd, the Pre-Law Program, with the help of a student led 
steering committee, hosted the first annual FSU Law School.  It was a great success to say 
the least!   

Early last December, a group of students including Brittani Raulerson, Erika Wilson, 
Megan Uncel, Wesley Page, Chelsea Schuster, Angela Rivera, Christina Bruno, Jordan 
Coley and I began meeting every Friday morning with Mr. Edwards, Director of the Pre-
Law Program, in preparation for this event. As Pre-Law students, we were very excited and 
determined to make this event a success for each student who would attend, as well as the 
FSU admissions officers who took a day out of their busy schedules in order to give us 
advice and clarity regarding the admissions process.  

Sharon Booker, Director of Admissions at FSU Law, spoke at the event, along with 
another admissions officer. Ms. Booker spoke on three crucial aspects of applying to law school: a student’s 
GPA, his or her LSAT scores and the personal statement. She explained the importance of exhibiting a 
mastery of whatever major you decide to pursue. A strong GPA is one way of demonstrating this.   

Ms. Booker also indicated that your LSAT score is as important as your GPA. To succeed on the 
LSAT, give yourself plenty of time when preparing for it. If possible, it would be a good idea to take a prep 
course with Kaplan or another LSAT prep company. 

The third aspect of admission is the personal statement. The personal statement is a way for 
admissions officers to see what you are about. They can gain a greater understanding of an applicant if the 
personal statement is written well.  The personal statement also provides an avenue for explaining a drop in 
your grades over a certain semester or describing the kinds of extra curricular activities you pursued while in 
undergrad. There are many other aspects to write about as well.   

Ms. Booker also spoke specifically about the FSU School 
of Law including the strong sense of community there. FSU prides 
itself on keeping very close relationships between the student body 
and faculty. Also, as with many other law schools, FSU only 
accept admissions for the fall and recommends applying six 
months to a year in advance. Another thing to keep in mind which 
was mentioned both at the forum and on their website, the average 
GPA and LSAT score for students enrolled in the Fall 2005 class 
was 3.44 GPA and a 159 LSAT.   

continued on page 12 
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Mark Johnson

Pre-Law Student Society Announcement 
Upcoming Welcome Back to School Luncheon 

By PLSS Vice President Megan Uncel 
 

The Pre-Law Student Society (PLSS) welcomes everyone back for a fantastic fall semester! To show 
how excited we are to have everyone returning, we would like to invite you to lunch ON US! Come enjoy 
FREE FOOD on September 21, 2007 from 11:00-3:00 in Building 14/1606. All majors, all classes, anyone 
and EVERYONE is invited! This is purely a social event and no commitment to PLSS is required—we just 
want to hang out! We also want to take this opportunity to let the officers and members of the Pre-Law 
Student Society introduce themselves. We will be happy to answer any and all questions about PLSS, our 
sister organization, the Pre-Law Program, professors and classes we suggest (and the ones you might want to 
avoid!), the best place to find pizza and wings, or anything else that you want to know about UNF & 
Jacksonville!! We want to get to know you and give you a chance to get to know us!! So please, come join us 
for the Welcome Back to School Luncheon sponsored by the Pre-Law Student Society! We can’t wait to see 
you! If you have any questions, e-mail PLSS President Jeff Keener at keej0006@unf.ed, or Vice Presidents 
Megan Uncel or Erika Wilson at uncm0001@unf.edu and wile0023@unf.edu , respectively. 

 
Doubts & Distractions When Taking the LSAT 

By Mark Johnson 
 

LSAT List: No 2 pencils, pencil sharpener, admission ticket, drink, snack, and 
baggy to put it all in.  We all know what to bring to the LSAT, but what should we leave at 
home? While the Law School Admission Council will give you a long list of items that you 
should not bring, I’ll try to give you a short one.  In short, leave your doubts and distractions 
in the car, because you won’t have room for them in your baggy (I know I have way more 
self-doubt than will fit in a one gallon bag).   

If you are serious about getting into law school, and I know you are, then you will 
also be serious about taking your LSAT.  In being serious about it, you will be well prepared. To be well 
prepared means studying early and studying an appropriate amount. For each person, this amount will differ, 
and only you know what you need to do to be completely prepared. So, to quote Nike, “Just do it!” However, 
once the day of the LSAT comes, it is too late to begin studying. I suggest looking over a few notes on each 
section and maybe answering one or two questions of each kind that will be on the LSAT, but I wouldn’t do 
any more.  You do not want to convince yourself that you are not ready by trying to cram every bit of 
information that you can get your hands on into your head at the last second. Remember that this test is about 
skills, not knowledge, so it is more important to learn the concepts than it is to learn “stuff.” Once you are at 
the test site, having doubts about what you know will not help you, so please leave them behind. 

Don’t bring distractions. Don’t waste time. There is no way around this, do not waste your time.  
The clock is not important; the proctor will let you know when time is running short. Whatever is going on 
outside the window is also not important. You must focus on the task at hand, answering all the questions.  
There should be nothing else in your mind other than answering the questions that are before you in that 
section. There is no penalty for wrong answers, so don’t leave any blank. Now that you have finished the 
section, breathe, and then check your answers. I, by habit, prefer to leave my answers alone once I am done 
with a section on a test. Not this time. I felt the urge to go back and review and I am glad that I did. I might 
have missed six or seven questions had I not used every minute that was provided for the section to review all 
my answers, even the ones I was sure about. Even these questions deserve a once over just to be sure. Don’t 
waste time means don’t waste any time for the entire section. All the time that you have available should be 
used to for giving your full attention to the test. 

continued on page 12  
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Matt Davies 

For more information about interning with the Office of General Counsel,  

please contact the Program offices at (904)620‐1069. 

Erika Wilson

LSAT 
To guess or not to guess…what is the question? 

By Matt Davies 
 

Alright, so you’re in the middle of taking the dreaded Law School Admissions Test 
(LSAT). You are mentally exhausted and you’ve just forgotten the question. You’re 
nervous, your palms are sweaty, and time is running out. With two minutes remaining there 
is no way you are going to be able to answer the last six questions with any measure of 
certainty. What to do? Guess, right?  

Well, yes! The Law School Admissions Council (LSAC) scores each test based on the number of 
questions you answer correctly. It does not take into consideration those questions you either answer 
incorrectly or do not answer at all. Okay, so guess. With five choices A, B, C, D, or E you have a twenty 
percent chance of answering correctly....if you choose randomly. However, a quick study of previous exams 
from 1999 through 2006 will show that LSAC test makers prefer certain answers over others.  

Statistically you have a greater chance of answering a question correctly when guessing if you choose 
certain letters. When analyzing all of the correct answers compiled for each section of a given test and then 
averaged over the entire test one finds that the answer D appears 45% of the time for any given question on 
the exam. That should be your first choice if guessing on the LSAT. Your second choice should be the letter E 
as it shows up 40% of the time. The remaining choices are less popular with B, C, and A, occurring 37.5%, 
30%, and 27.5% of the time respectively. This does not mean that you should Christmas tree the remaining 
questions with straight D’s. That would be an unwise strategy. But if you’re in a jam it can’t hurt to use a little 
insider knowledge. 

So, if you run out of time and find yourself guessing on the LSAT, you would be wise to spend the 
little time you have on those questions you know you can answer correctly and make an educated guess on 
those you cannot. Remember the most important thing to remember while taking any standardized test is to 
relax and take your time! Statistically you will do better.  

Interning with the Office of General Counsel 
By Erika Wilson 

 

Many people do very different things over the summer. Some go on vacations, 
some go on mission retreats and others spend time with their family and friends. I spent the 
first half of my summer living a dream. I interned downtown at the office of General 
Counsel. I have wanted to be a lawyer since I was 9 years old. One of biggest steps toward 
that goal was to work as an intern at a real law firm, so I could really discover what goes on 
behind the scenes.  

My wish came true this past summer. For six great weeks I had the amazing 
opportunity to work with some of the finest attorneys in Jacksonville. While I was there, I 
worked with lawyers who practice all different kinds of law, everything from litigation to 
environmental law. It was incredible to be able to experience all different kinds of approaches in the field of 
law. Not only did I write memos and help lawyers do research, I was lucky enough to be able to go with them 
to some depositions. My favorite part of the whole internship was when I was able to meet Judge Tim 
Corrigan and ask him different questions about his work and his perspectives on different kinds of cases. Not 
only has this internship broadened my horizons on the field of law, I am more determined then ever to go to 
law school and become an attorney.  
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Maria Crowley speaking at the 2007 
spring off-campus luncheon during 

which the Board chose the winner of 
this year’s Pre-Law Scholarship. 

The spring 2007 Pre-Law Endowed Scholarship finalists 
before their address to the Pre-Law Board of Advisors at 

the Law Firm of Holland & Knight. From Left to Right: Joe 
Medearis, Maria Crowley, Kelly Kiefer and Erika Wilson. 

The Pre-Law Scholarship 
A Great Honor & a Grand Resource  

By Maria Paula Crowley 
 

On April 4, 2007, I arrived at Holland and Knight, a 
successful law firm that has hosted the Pre-Law 
Scholarship Luncheon since its inception. As I anxiously 
awaited my turn to deliver my speech to a group of local 
attorneys, judges and UNF graduates, I couldn’t help but 
wonder what the other scholarship finalists would say and 
what their life stories were. The three other finalists were 
all excellent candidates for the award. They are all 
accomplished students and all have impressive 
backgrounds, which of course, only made me more 
nervous. Finally after waiting for what seemed like an 
eternity, my turn came. As I looked at the faces of the 
Board members, I took a deep breath and began to describe 
why I want to pursue the study of law and how my life had 
changed since I left behind the world I knew and embarked 
on a new journey towards my dreams. 

 A few years ago, I left the city that saw me grow up, the friends who gave me strength and the 
mentors that I will never forget. My life in Colombia was a cradle to the many experiences that shaped my 
passion for law. As a student advocate at the Colegio San Jorge de Inglaterra, a prominent Catholic school in 
Bogotá, I was not only the voice of those students who were treated unfairly, I also advocated for the 
environment that was being threatened by the growth of the city. Being a student advocate brought me a world 
of satisfaction, and this experience was my first calling to becoming a lawyer.   

My motivation to study law was augmented when I arrived to this country and I experienced first hand 
what it is like to feel overwhelmed with even simple immigration procedures and to be classified as an alien! I 
expressed to the panel that I want to become an immigration attorney, not only to guide people through the 
labyrinth of documents, but because I know that my experiences will allow me to provide sympathetic advice 
in addition to sound legal counsel.    

When I finished my speech I returned to the waiting room as the 
deliberation process took place in the board room. At last, Mr. Edwards 
announced that the voting procedure had concluded.  The uncertainty was 
immense. We did not know what their decision was and we thought that 
we would not know until much later that evening.  When we arrived at 
school, Mr. Edwards and his assistant, Catherine, congratulated me. For a 
moment I was bewildered, but when I finally realized what they were 
saying, I was overcome by a feeling of honor and satisfaction. This 
opportunity has meant a lot to me, and I am deeply grateful for the donors 
of this scholarship who believe in students like me. 

This great resource was a chance for me to show my determination 
and perseverance. I strongly advise for every student who is eligible (3.25 
GPA and a member of the Pre-Law Program for 2 semesters) to apply for 
this scholarship.  If you decide to do so, remember that success is 
challenging.  

continued on page 12  
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Notes from the Pre‐Law Program

We would like to congratulate Maria for being chosen 

as the most recent Pre‐Law Endowed Scholarship 

recipient. Every year, we receive plenty of interesting 

and well‐qualified applicants and are pleased that 

Maria chose to be one of them. To future candidates, 

please keep an eye out for future announcements for 

the scholarship. We look forward to receiving many 

more exceptional student applications! 

Awarding Another Pre-Law Scholarship 

 

 
Spring 2007 Convocation 

Recognizing Outstanding Students 
 

Each year, with the close of the spring semester, UNF hosts its annual Student Awards Convocation. 
During the Convocation, exceptional students from every discipline are recognized for their accomplishments 
before a theater full of faculty, students, parents and friends.  

On May 4, 2007, at the 34th Annual Student Awards Convocation, many members of the Pre-Law 
Program were acknowledged for their accomplishments. Patrick Bennett and the former editor of UNF’s 
Spinnaker, Jenna Strom, were recognized as Harry S. Truman Scholarship Nominees, a scholarship intended 
for students who plan to pursue careers in government or other public service with a wish to attend graduate 
school. Another scholarship nominee, Monica Jones, was recognized as a nominee for the NSEP Scholarship 
for study abroad with an emphasis on countries identified as critical to U.S. national security.  

Other Pre-Law students were awarded by the Academic Center for Excellence for their works of 
poetry, fiction or creative non-fiction. Shana Kalil earned first place in the fiction category for Namaste India 
and Catherine Moore earned second place for a creative non-fiction piece entitled Memories of Maine. 
Shana’s piece is a humorous and interesting examination of Mumbai, India through the eyes of a first-time 
visitor and is included in this newsletter. 

Exhibiting a range of interests & majors, Pre-Law students were also recognized by a variety of 
colleges and departments. Glenn Vopper II earned the Joseph M. Perry Award as an outstanding BA graduate 
by the Department of Economics & Geography. Samantha Kargbo was acknowledged as a Criminology & 
Criminal Justice Outstanding Undergraduate Student. Catherine Moore was recognized by the English 
Department with an Undergraduate Excellence in Scholarship Award. The Political Science & Public 
Administration Department recognized Thomas Foran, former President of Student Government and an 
Outstanding Political Science Graduate, as well as, Kristina Spencer as an Outstanding Political Science 
Scholar. Also, the current President of Student Government, Rachael Tutwiler, was awarded with the 
Outstanding Student Leadership Award.  

The Pre-Law Program would like to congratulate these students for their academic determination and 
distinction. We encourage other Pre-Law students to strive for their best as well. Opportunities are 
everywhere to display your talents, including various scholarships and on-campus contests. We hope to see 
many more Pre-Law students on that stage in upcoming years.  
 

Members of the Pre-Law Board of Advisors listen to 
scholarship finalists during an off-campus Board meeting. 



8  UNF Pre-Law Newsletter 
 
 

Director Edwards congratulates Kate Shonina 
on graduating from UNF three years ago. 

UF’s Century Tower which was built in 
1953 to commemorate the University of 
Florida's centennial and to honor UF 

men killed in World Wars I & II. 

Graduating from UF Levin College of Law 
By Kate Shonina 

 

For the past three years, I kept thinking when am going to 
graduate? I could not wait to be done with law school. After all, I 
have been a full time student for the past seven years. And now, after 
graduating in May, 2007, I wonder, “Should I get a master’s 
degree?” But that is just a thought, before the bar exam results come 
out.  

Going through law school and receiving a Juris Doctor 
changed me forever. I came out a different person, than when I 
started, back in the Fall of 2004. I cannot say that I’ve grasped yet 
what it truly means to be an attorney, but certainly the feeling is 
different once I’ve graduated. While going through law school, I 
looked back to my undergraduate years and thought how easy it was. 

But after July 24th and 25th (the bar dates for this year), I look back to law school and think; “I wish I could 
take law school exams instead, it would be so easy!”  As you go forward in your educational career, you will 
find that what seems so difficult now does not really compare to what lies ahead of you. 

To all of you who are still in undergraduate majors, I would say please enjoy your time there, but 
remember that whatever you do will either open or close doors for you in the future. I learned early on that 
good grades are not enough; you have to do more if you want to go to law school. I should note that the 
admissions criteria have become more competitive, especially at UF. Before there were two entering classes, 
now there is only one class of 400 students every Fall, consisting of a very diverse group of people. So, the 
advice I can give you is to not simply get good grades, but rather become involved on campus, and most 
importantly, be a leader.  

Several weeks ago, I started as an Assistant State Attorney in Ocala, Florida. I did not realize that this 
job not only includes the ability to communicate well in court with the judge and jurors, but most importantly 
the ability to handle people outside the courtroom. Trials are very 
interesting, but it is the preparation of witnesses, investigation of cases, 
contact with defense attorneys that make this job truly interesting and 
rewarding. As an assistant state attorney, I have to be able to manage over 
150 cases at the same time, know the law, and also remember it at the 
right time.  

While in law school, I made sure to mix classes with externships, 
such as United States Attorney’s Office and Office of the Statewide 
Prosecution.  To get my CLI (certified legal intern), I interned at the 
Office of the State Attorney (SAO) and was able to pick two juries and 
have a trial. If you ask law students, most of them do not get an 
opportunity to do these exciting things, some of them don’t want to. But 
again, any education becomes interesting and a true learning experience if 
a student seeks opportunities to improve and challenge herself.  All that I 
have learned at the SAO in Gainesville, I am now employing as an 
Assistant State Attorney.  The skills that I have learned in Professor 
Edwards’ classes more than four years ago are still very important and 
practical. Remember, that your law school career begins in your 
undergraduate years, and your goal should be to build on it. 
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UNF SG President, 
Rachael Tutwiler

Unifying UNF’s Campus 
The Many Hats of a SG President 

By Rachael Tutwiler 
 

Life is so amazing. It’s funny how we often end up going a path that is so 
great, yet we never imagined we’d travel down it. I can safely say, my life 
experiences have been amazing, but if you asked me a few years ago what I’d be 
doing right now, I’m not sure I could have guessed. It’s my senior year in college, 
and I am the voice of the entire Student Body. I am the President of the UNF Student 
Government.   

Each of my years at UNF I have strived to get involved in a way that was 
different than the year before. As a freshman, I unexpectedly joined AASU and 
became Miss African American Student Union. This opened the door to much that 
UNF would offer me and was my first encounter with Student Government. 
Sophomore year, I became the AASU agency’s Assistant Director. During my junior 
year, I served as the agency’s Director. Each year I learned so much more about 
myself. Each experience in these past few years has strengthened my leadership 
abilities. Not only through this SG agency leader, but through my participation and 
exposure on campus in other activities, I was able to grow as a person.  

 I have greatly enjoyed serving on various University Committees, being a member of the UNF Gospel 
Choir, the College Republicans, the Pre-Law Program, the Silver and Blue Key Leadership Honorary Society, 
and my most recent and prized accomplishment—a member of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority Incorporated. 
These things, coupled with my love, commitment and adoration for the greater Jacksonville Community and 
its organizations have made my college years more than amazing.   

I have found the personal development that I have experienced as I watched the world and UNF’s 
campus change around me to be truly amazing. Being a student leader, in many regards, grants you a fresh 
perspective about your college that many students don’t really have. Winning the Student Government 
Elections and becoming SG President at the end of Spring 2007, afforded me even more love for UNF, 
something that I thought was impossible.   

This is a very exciting time to be involved at UNF, especially as a leader. This time is just the 
beginning of this campus’s growth and development. The campus is growing more diverse, the students’ 
interests are diversifying too, and our school is becoming an even more distinguished part of Florida’s 
university system. My campaign slogan speaks volumes toward what I have already started and anticipate 
continuing to contribute to UNF this year, “Standing United, Moving Forward.”  Everyone who supported 
me and my Vice President A.J., believed in that vision and the power behind it.   

If we look at where UNF is today, it is so much more than it was yesterday.  If we imagine what UNF 
can be tomorrow, there are no limitations. I believe this whole heartedly. I am committed to doing everything 
that I can to press forward on everything that matters to UNF students. At UNF, “There really is no one like 
you.  No place like this.” With that in mind, the things that matter to students vary and depend on their 
background, life interests and goals. I believe that if students can connect to other students, then the most 
informed realization of how we can move forward as a student body and as a university will inevitably 
emerge.   

Student Government Presidents represent the voice of the Student Body as a member of the Board of 
Trustees, as a member of the Florida Student Association’s Board of Directors, as the Chief Executive Officer 
in Student Government, as an ally and partner with the UNF Faculty, Staff, and Administration in the 
understanding and action on student issues, and so much more. I love my job. I love my school. Perhaps the 
funniest part of this whole situation is that I never would have imagined being interested in running for this 
office.   

continued on page 13 
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Mai Tran meets with Senator Hillary Clinton 
while working as an intern in the Hillary for 

President Campaign. 

A Front Row Seat to History 
A Summer Spent Interning for Senator Hillary Clinton 

By Mai Tran 
 

This summer has been the ultimate experience for me. 
Working for Senator Hillary Clinton’s campaign, taking 21st 
Century Foreign Policy, and attending a professional series of 
lectures became opportunities that served as stepping stones 
towards my goal of working in government. If it weren’t for the 
encouragement from Undergraduate Enrichment Director Mary 
Borg and Visiting Distinguished Scholar Nancy Soderberg, I 
would have never taken the chance to work on such a historical 
campaign, to interview such profoundly successful individuals, 
or even attend a major fundraising event.  

Coming to Washington, D.C. has been one of my biggest 
lifetime highlights, but also one of my biggest shifts. The 
experience was new primarily because I had never before had the 
luxury of living on my own. Settling in the D.C. Suites of 
Pennsylvania Avenue, I knew I would learn so much from the 
city – and learning was exactly what I did. I kept my eyes and 

ears open, my mouth shut, as I gathered the tidbits of useful tips that experienced others shared with me. 
From where to stand on a metro escalator, to the best bargain restaurants, to what parts of town to avoid 
after dark, each suggestion added to my overall knowledge of the city’s norms.  

At Senator Hillary Clinton’s Campaign office, I took pride in being one of the few interns working 
for the Mid-Atlantic Finance team, a group of skilled directors focusing primarily on coordinating major 
fundraising events for the Mid-Atlantic region. This meant that I had the opportunity to staff the fundraising 
events organized for the District of Columbia, Virginia, and Maryland. I wrote biographies, recorded 
contributions, extracted and vetted donor lists, created flight itineraries, cold-called potential donors, 
responded to fan mail, distributed fundraising packages and chum, sold tickets, staffed events, and attended 
the Senator’s Congressional Luncheons on Capitol Hill. Our team worked hard to organize events hosted by 
Congressmen and Senators, lawyers and businessmen, major donors and fundraisers. It was through 
working with the Mid-Atlantic team that I learned the foundations to campaign fundraising, picking up on 
terms such as “maxed-out” and “hard or soft money” on the way. My familiarity with elections grew each 
day as I followed the news to read updates on all candidates. 

At Marymount University, I attended a course called 21st Century Foreign Policy, a class taught by 
former Harvard graduate, Mr. Robert Henderson. Our first class started with a discussion of Sun Tzu’s study 
of war and lead to each student writing policy recommendation papers. The plethora of assigned reading 
material kept me busy as I would come home from fundraising events at nearly midnight, only to stay up to 
study the effects of war on societies. We even had the chance to spend one of our classes watching Black 
Hawk Down, a treat offered to us the week after the Independence Day holiday. I always looked forward to 
class on Monday nights, always eager to hear yet another one of Mr. Henderson’s arguments for a strong 
leadership in government. The research and writing skills that I developed in our class of roughly twenty 
students will serve me well to better prepare me for law school. 

I have had the opportunity of hearing countless stories from those who work closest to Senator 
Hillary Clinton as they share their insight and offer me advice. Tamera Luzzatto, Chief of Staff for Senator 
Hillary Clinton’s Congressional Office, inspired me most as she spoke to the Campaign’s interns. I can 
easily recall her words of encouragement, assuring us that life can be any ride in an amusement park from 
Roller Coasters to Merry-Go-Rounds to Houses of Horror.  

continued on page 13  
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Shana Kalil was one of the many Pre-Law students to be recognized 
during the 2007 Spring Convocation. The following work of fiction 

was her first-place submission to UNF’s Academic Center for 
Excellence’s 34th Annual Writing Contest.

Namaste India 
An Award-Winning Short Story of Fiction 

By Shana Kalil 

“Welcome to Mumbai,” he says with a slight Hindi twang 
pervading his broken English.  I slide my unsullied passport across the 
counter and the stamp thumps down twice.  I notice the smell of curry 
permeating through the opening of the glass. 

After having endured 30 hours in flight and a so-called safe 
landing, my pre-boarding hesitation seemed prophetically humorous.  Up 
until this point, my greatest adventure was a Lifetime movie marathon.  
My most exotic vacation was Chinatown at Disney World. Clearly 
unprepared for a three month Indian venture, I sobbed, popped five 
Dramamines, and diminished my carryon stash of chocolate. 

*** 
The Mumbai time is 2 a.m., but my eyes are inexplicably wide 

open, saturated in even the linoleum plated foreignness of the airport.  Women in orange robes sweep the 
corridor with hand-made wicker brooms.  Men call out “irresistible” rates from the currency exchange booths.  

We approach the escalator and my Indian-American boyfriend, Kunal, gently nudges me along.  My 
right hand adheres to the soiled railing; the other embraces the antibacterial hand sanitizer.  The rickety 
contraption sounds asthmatic, but its wheezes soon turn into a clamor of metal gears that culminates with a 
crash.  The bottom steps rip from the machine and catapult into the air.  A shard of plastic just misses me, and 
unfortunately, I have to take the stairs. 

I’m out of breath and trembling when we finally reach the luggage carousel.  A small man wearing a 
khaki jumpsuit stands on the third conveyer and yells out our flight number.  Our bags were the first to arrive 
and were slapped with neon orange stickers.  “Danger: Overweight. Do Not Lift.”  

With 300 pounds crammed into our four suitcases, we clearly exceeded the weight limit, but I wasn’t 
willing to budge, and neither was Kunal.  I needed every single shoe in there, and of course, every matching 
purse.  Kunal had packed fifty cans of Vienna sausage, twenty pounds of steak, and ten packages of roast 
beef, which were all, of course, essential.  

Regrettably, I’m forced to carry a suitcase.  This is usually a man’s job, but Kunal only has two hands, 
and I have to prove how rugged I am.  We head for the outside, the real India, where his grandmother is 
waiting.  

I had only seen her in pictures.  She’s been tactfully referred to as a “tough cookie,” but we all know 
that’s just another word for “bitch.” 

Grandma sees us approaching—slowly, of course, because I’m dragging fifty pounds of canned 
sausage—and she juts to the front of the crowd.  When the automatic glass doors open, I’m inundated with 
sweaty, half-naked taxi drivers grabbing for my suitcases.  “Friend, Friend! Good rate, lots hash. Follow me!”  
Incessant replies of “No thank you” don’t deter them. One particularly pushy young man manages to grab my 
suitcase, but Grandma rips it out of his hands and curses him in Hindi.  We keep walking.   

continued on page 14 
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Board Members & former FSU law 
students, Jeremy Kespohl and Mitzy Shon 
came to the Forum to offer their insight. 

Law Forum  
(continued from page 3) 
 

Additionally, the admissions officers also pointed out that there 
is no one major that looks the best when applying to law school. They 
spoke of diversification when discussing an engineering major’s 
application.  No matter what major one chooses, it is very important to 
keep that GPA up! 

Due the great success of this forum and with over sixty students 
in attendance, the Pre-Law Program would like to sponsor another law 
school forum for sometime in February of 2008.  We plan on inviting 
either FSU or UF, but as of now, we are still in the planning stages.  
There is also the possibility of a law school forum with Florida Coastal 
sometime next March as well. Thanks goes out to everyone who made 
this event possible, especially Sharon Booker and the rest of the 
admissions officers from the Florida State University School of Law. 
This event wouldn’t have been possible without their time and efforts. 

 

Pre-Law Scholarship 
(continued from page 6) 

 

Achievement in any area of life requires extensive preparation 
and knowledge. I dedicated a lot of time to thinking through how to 
organize my experiences and how these have impacted my life. Keep in 
mind that lawyers are story tellers, so use your abilities to illustrate the 
story of your life and how it has shaped your decision to study law.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
LSAT 
(continued from page 4) 

 

Once you are done with the LSAT, breathe and go on about your life.  Leave the test at the test center 
and relax. I hope this is helpful for you. I know I could have told you about problem solving skills or how to 
structure your studies, but I feel that your time at the test center itself is the most important. However, if there 
is anything else that you need or would like to know, feel free to contact me at markhjohnson@gmail.com. 

 

Program Assistant, Catherine Moore, 
congratulates the most recent recipient of 

the Pre-Law Endowed Scholarship,  
Maria Crowley. 
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SG President, Tutwiler, questions Batman’s sidekick Robin, 
played by Padraig McCoid, during a recent on-campus Mock 

Trial presided over by Circuit Court Judge McCaulie. 

Unifying UNF  
(continued from page 9) 
 

What I can imagine is where UNF is headed and 
where it will be as an institution for higher learning 10 
years from now. That vision really makes me proud. I 
look forward to the day when I come back and see 
everything that is in the works today and can honestly 
say, “I was a part of that.” Even more than that, I will 
be proud as I graduate next year and look back at 
Student Government and the ways in which it has 
contributed to the unification of students on student 
issues and concerns and honestly say, “I was a part of 
that.” 

 
 
 
 

 

 
Washington D.C. Internship 
(continued from page 10) 

 

She urged us to always see mission impossible as mission possible in any given situation, keeping our 
hopes high as we learn to become planners, thinkers, and administrators. The work we do in our careers will 
translate into our personal lives. 

From the Hall of States to the Department of Interior’s Yates Auditorium, The Washington Center 
interns would all gather on Monday afternoons to attend our guest speaker series. My personal favorite 
speaker was Congressman Patrick Murphy. Every other week the Congressional Leaders Program would also 
offer me lectures from specifically campaign focused individuals. These particular lectures were of major 
importance because they applied directly to my internship. At times we would discuss clean-elections, while 
at others we would assess the many roles of campaign management. I will come home with a much deeper 
understanding of the campaign process and apply it towards any campaigns in my region. 

Integrating my lifestyle with my work, I have visited the plethora of museums and monuments that fill 
the streets of downtown Washington, DC. My tour of the Capitol, reserved through Congressman Andrew 
Crenshaw’s Assistant Casey Hampton, offered my entire family an educational experience when they visited 
me this summer. 

Reflecting upon such moments this summer where I truly found inspiration in the words of established 
individuals, I now understand the value of an internship as it applies to one’s career goals. If not for my 
summer internship experience, I would not have come to realize the importance of a single person’s role in 
improving society by simply contributing to their chosen profession. I am left exceedingly astonished, 
completely captivated, and absolutely mesmerized by the charm of this city and its ability to appeal to and 
motivate countless individuals. This experience has allowed me the opportunity to develop my personal sense 
of responsibility.  

I would definitely encourage students to find internships at home or abroad to gain the experience they 
need in their fields. Whether they are political science majors, want to attend law school, or get their doctorate 
in graduate school, internships are the best stepping stones for their career. Internships offer students a great 
network of role models that can help them to get where they want to be, while building confidence and 
character.  

To UNF Students: You are young and you are attractive! Never be hesitant to get out there and make a 
difference in the world. Touch lives and leave your legacy. Most importantly, don’t forget the people who 
helped you to get there.  
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Namaste India 
(continued from page 11) 

 

After a couple of weeks in Mumbai, and some certifiable “street cred,” I realized that Grandma had 
called him a goat-f****r, and wished him a dozen daughters. In a society that demands dowry payments, this 
is tantamount to bankruptcy.  

The pavement of the parking lot is dusty and jagged, not the ideal terrain for wheeled luggage.  The air 
is wet heat and hurts going down my throat.  It smells like rotting carcasses, rain, and cinnamon, substantially 
different from the temperate climate of Boca Raton.  We trudge through the derangement of people and taxis 
and dogs and rats, and finally arrive at Grandma’s Ford Fiesta, where the servant is waiting.  He’s small and 
frail—almost half the size of Kunal—but Grandma insists that he load the luggage.  “I’m not paying him to 
stand there!” she says.  

The servant gets in the driver’s seat and we pull away.  At the stoplight leading to the main road, the 
beggars assault the window and corral alongside the car like cattle.  These men are covered in excrement, but 
they’re staring at me like I’m the piece of meat.  The red light is relentless, like the tapping on the glass, but 
the street-timer finally hits zero and the light turns green.  “Don’t make eye contact,” Grandma says.  
“They’re invisible if you ignore them.” 

We drive further down the main road into the pitch black of the streets.  A few blocks away a faint 
florescence lights the shadows.  The buildings are only sporadic walls in rubble, where entire families subsist 
in the remnants of a single room or half a staircase.  The flickering glow of the signs illuminates the sunken 
orbits and prominent ribcages.  The signs are advertising cigarettes and cell phone minutes. 

During the 45 minute drive into the city, Grandma lectures us on how to survive as foreigners in India.  
She is, after all, a Belgian who has lived here with her Indian husband for fifty years.  She turns around and, 
whether out of fear or respect, I’m locked onto her eyes.  “You will stand out everywhere, no matter what.”  
Ok, good start. “Everyone will try to fleece you, so don’t trust them.”   A little depressing, but she continues.  
“Don’t give money to the beggars, it’s a scam.”  

This is what I needed, a reason not to care, to keep my sympathy all to myself.  I agreed with 
Grandma’s bitter attitude towards the street-people because they make a conscious decision to beg.  The 
Mumbai Times even ran an article that said a beggar makes twice as much as the average waiter, over 200 
rupees per day.  The statistics were on Grandma’s side.   

Our car comes to a stop in front of a crumbling apartment building.  “Commonwealth” appears in 
large metal letters atop the doorway, but “wealth” is slightly askew.   It’s the middle of the night, but the 
streets are like a circus; everyone—men, women, babies, rats, elephants—is staring.  We walk down the 
yellow tinted corridor and a servant in a security uniform pulls back the elevator’s metal gate; it starts to play 
“Silent Night,” but with the predominance of the Diwali holiday, I’m sure no one knew it was a Christmas 
tune.  Another one of Grandma’s servants, Ramu, opens the door.  The men carrying our luggage are lower 
caste, so they’re still walking up the stairs.  

We follow Ramu down the unlit hallway into the guestroom.  Once the lights are turned on, I realize I 
overestimated an Indian luxury condo.  This apartment cost over a million dollars, but mold is growing under 
the peeling off-white paint, and cockroaches lurk in the cracks of the tiled floor.   

The luggage arrives and Ramu wheels it in, but I’m too exhausted to unpack.  Dragging that suitcase 
was the most strenuous exercise I’ve ever endured, at least since it counted for a grade in middle school.  I 
unlock the suitcase to get out the essentials: toiletries and chocolate.  

There were 98 bite-size pieces of cocoa-covered hazelnut toffee hidden in my suitcase.  I had bought 
every bag that my grocer had in stock.  Seven chocolates per Ziploc bag, 14 bags total, exactly one piece per 
day.  This was a precautionary measure, to ensure that if one bag was compromised it wouldn’t affect the rest 
of my stash.  

continued on page 15 
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Namaste India 
(continued from page 14) 

 

 Grandma comes in to say goodnight and reminds us to lock up our toothbrushes; they are luxury items 
here.   She also reminds us to lock the door, because sometimes servants kill their employers.  I hesitantly say 
goodnight, awaiting what sweet dreams will undoubtedly be spawned from that comment, and I turn the key.   

Once alone in the room, Kunal and I quickly realize the air conditioner is no match for the pre-
monsoonal heat.    It’s like the story of David and Goliath, but if David lost.  The windows are smothered with 
fog and sweat. The lines of fallen condensation look like tears.   

I look past the hazy glass and there’s a garbage heap twenty feet away; withered children and dogs are 
delving through it for food.  The girls have shaven heads. They’re scantily dressed in shreds of saffron and 
lime colored polyester, tattered ruffles serve as belts.  The boys are just in soiled underwear.  These kids 
would probably cut off their right hands for half a sandwich.  God knows what they would do for 98 pieces of 
chocolate.  But I can’t help but pity the gaunt, tick infested dog that’s rummaging next to them.  That’s the 
only animal—including humans—on the streets of Mumbai that is totally devoted to the wellbeing of its pack.  
A dog wouldn’t let its family sleep on a street with rats and addicts just for an extra couple of rupees.  At least 
not if it was human.  

*** 
I wake up at sunrise to sweat-soaked pajamas and a pillow saturated in tears.  My eyes open just as 

Ramu, having picked the lock to my bedroom, was ready to slit my throat—but this is a dream, of course.  I’ll 
make sure to thank Grandma for the pleasant nightmares.   

I push back the curtain and see last night’s dog still in the garbage heap.  She’s limping on the left hind 
leg, and patches of her fur are missing.  Nonetheless, she keeps searching for food and even manages to wag 
her crooked, curled tail.   

Kunal is still sleeping, so I quietly turn the key in the rusty lock and push open the bedroom door.  
Grandma is feeding breakfast to her husband, so I sit down at the antique Victorian table and introduce 
myself.  “Hello,” he says.  “I’m doing fine.  Better than ever!”  

Grandpa was senile.  He answered every question with, “I’m doing fine.  Better than ever!”  But when 
he was given the chance to speak on his own volition, he’d rant about his factories in China.  He had never 
been to China, nor did he own factories there.  But he was, however, very clear that everyday at 2:00, after his 
walk, he ate tomato soup and toast.  

I got out my Hindi translator and went into the kitchen.  Ramu was, to say the least, less than 
enamored by my curiosity.  With a thick American accent, I began. Sakana hama khilana kutte?!  “Can we 
feed the dogs?” He spits out a perplexed chuckle, so I ask again in English.  “Nahi English,” he responds.  So, 
my last resort, I rip a piece of paper from the refrigerator magnet, and sketch a poor excuse for a puppy.  “Hā, 
woof woof!”  Ramu packs a small carton of leftover chicken and rice, and we head downstairs.  

 The musky odor of spoiled meat and burnt plastic gets stronger.  The dog with the broken, 
curled tail is knee-deep in debris.  She lifts her head and runs off, clinching a burnt corn husk between her 
teeth.  I turn the corner to follow her, and see her crooked tail protruding from behind an empty cardboard 
box.  I creep closer to see that she’s feeding a litter of puppies, emaciated and swarming with flies.   

The shaven and soiled street kids see me now.  They run over, calling me “Auntie” and asking for food 
and dollars.  One boy even says, “s'il vous plait.”  Ramu, standing ten feet behind me, yells at them in Hindi, 
Jao, jana!, “Go, leave!”  But they persist, pulling on my arms and grabbing at my pockets with their little dirty 
fingers. I push them off, set the box of food next to the dog, and walk away.  They follow until the security 
guards, brandishing nightsticks, shoo them back to the street corner. 

I take the stairs back to the apartment, wash my hands, and grab a piece of chocolate—only 97 left.  I 
look out the balcony window to see the street kids fighting over the box of food, but the dog fighting harder.  

*** 
It’s two o’clock.  I eat my tomato soup and toast.  
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